SIGNS AND SEASONS

spreads a sail to the breeze, and it is necessary that
they be launched above the grass and weeds, amid
which they would be caught and held did the stalk
not continue to grow and outstrip the rival vege-
tation* It is a curious instance of foresight ia a
weed.

I wish I could read as clearly this pu///]o of the
button-balls (American plane-tree).   Why has Na*
ture taken such particular pains to keep these halls
hanging to the parent tree intact till spring?  What
secret of hers has she buttoned in so securely ? for
these buttons will not come off,  The wind cannot
twist them off, nor warm nor wet hasten or retard
them.  The stem, or peduncle, by which the ball
is held in the fall and winter, breaks up into u
dozen or more threads or strands, that are stronger
than those of hemp.  When  twisted tightly they
make a little cord that I find impossible to break
with my hands.  Had they been longer* the Indian
would surely have used them to make Ins  how-
strings and all the other strings he required,  One
could hang himself with a small cord of thorn*   (In
South America, Ilumboldt saw excellent eon (ago
made by the Indians from the petioles of the1 On-
quiohiqui palm,)   Nature has determined that the i*
buttons should stay on.   In order that the seeds of
this tree may germinate, it is probably nocossarv
that they be kept; dry during the winter* find wioh
the ground after the season of warmth and moiaturo
14of old John Martyn.
